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      A Defining Moment                    Editor 

      If you missed our annual membership meeting on Saturday, 
January 11, you missed something special.  Our speaker, Olympian 
runner Eddie Hart, held his audience’s complete attention for at least 
three quarters of an hour.  No one ate or coughed, though there 
were some chuckles at the funny parts and some gasps at the 
unbelievable and heart-breaking parts.  For those of us (like me) who 
had never heard of Mr. Hart, the story was hard to hear, and yet at 
the same time, inspiring.   

Long story short, Eddie Hart dreamed, from the age of 13, while 
living in his hometown of Pittsburg, California, of becoming “The 
World’s Fastest Human.”  His father (who had survived the Port 
Chicago blast while in the Navy) had impressed upon his son the 
importance of being the “best” at whatever he chose to do.  He 
chose to become the world’s fastest human, and spent the next ten 
years pursuing that goal.  In 1972 he found himself at the Olympics 
in Munich, Germany (yes, that 
Olympics) with every prospect 
of achieving his life’s goal.  But 
in a trick of fate, and through no 

fault of his own, the prize was pulled from his grasp, never to be offered again 
(if you want to know the details, his book is available in the History Center 
bookstore).  

 “It hurt, it hurt, it hurt.”  Mr. Hart recalls standing in the shower for an hour 
and a half and just crying.  But in that moment, one of those moments that 
defines us, he made a bargain with himself: “I took it as an opportunity,” he 
said.  He still had a relay race to run with three of my teammates and close 
friends.  He would not let them down.  The team won the relay in record time, 
each runner receiving a gold medal; the gold medal that Mr. Hart is holding in 
the above photo is that medal.   

Fate’s cruel joke could have led to bitterness, but Eddie did not choose that 
route.  He has looked ahead, not back, and has lived a full and happy life, 
becoming a professional educator and mentor to young athletes. 

Eddie Hart still lives in Pittsburg and is an active member of that community.  
He is the founder of the Eddie Hart All in One Foundation, dedicated to fostering scholarship, leadership, and 

self-esteem to disadvantaged youth.  Visit his website at:    http://www.eddiehartaiof.org/

http://www.eddiehartaiof.org/
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Our Board and Executive Director with Eddie Hart: Top, from left: John Mercurio, Donald Bastin, John Greitzer, Steven James, Eddie Hart, Scott 

Saftler, Tara Weber, John Burgh;  Bottom, from left: Andrea Blachman, Oliver Bray, Priscilla Couden, Beverly Lane, Lisa Gorrell. 

The lunch was fine and the wines, supplied by Oliver Bray, 

were great, but Eddie Hart was the star of this show, and 

everyone wanted to get a picture with him, which he cheerfully 

obliged.  And for those who had never seen an Olympic gold 

medal up close, it was a treat to hold one in one’s hand (they 

are heavy).  And, who knew, they have something on the back 

side, as we see here.   

The Contra Costa County Historical Society wishes to thank the following donors to our raffle: 

Oliver Bray – Two wine baskets and an Estate Planning Package       Beverly Lane – Danville Tour 

La Piñata Mexican Restaurant in Concord                                          John Burgh – Two dinner and theater  

El Charro Mexican Restaurant in Lafayette                                         packages, Campbell Theater 

La Strada Restaurant in San Pablo 

Andrea Blachman -- Books by Susan Snyder 

Lisa Gorrell – Genealogy research package 

Rachel Diaz-Bastin -- Nature Drawings 

Tara Weber -- Hyatt House, one night stay for two 

Beverly Lane -- East Bay Regional Park special gift basket  
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Annual Report Summary:  All in All, a Good Year   

As the accompanying chart shows, our expenses for last year have 

gone down while our income has gone up.  We ended the year of 

2019 in solid financial condition and we are hopeful that we will 

continue to be in good shape, no matter what the future holds.   

Summary of report issued by President John Greitzer:  

 Established goals and priorities, facilitated by Sid Landman 

of the Senior Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE) 

 Strengthened relationships with the County, with sister 

historical societies, and other organizations in a general 

effort to increase our outreach efforts.  This effort included 

adding a finding aid to the Online  

Archive of California, which at a stroke increases exponentially our outreach capability worldwide 

 Continued to work with schools at all levels, including the Deer Valley High School in Antioch, JFKU, 

CSUEB, and Diablo Valley College 

 Worked with the Retired Sheriff’s Department, performing research on a case of historic interest; handled 

more than 150 research queries regarding naturalization documents, obituaries, photographs, property, and 

other questions 

 Hosted a tour by the County’s Civil Grand Jury and provided an image for their Grand Jury Report. Many 

other individual and group tours were also given in 2019 

A very special thanks to our Donors and Volunteers, who have made all this possible: 

Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors;    The Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation;   

Chevron Federal Credit Union;    Martinez Community Foundation 

City of Martinez;   Waters Moving and Storage;  And, of course, our Membership! 

 

Ongoing exhibit at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley 

This exhibit displays exquisite photographs of California’s wildflowers while 

bringing attention 

to the dangers 

facing our natural 

habitats from 

climate change.  

Open now 

through March 29, 

2020.  More at:   

 

                                                                               www.museumsrv.org 

www.museumsrv.org
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WOMEN WIN THE VOTE, in California, Contra Costa, and the Nation          Beverly Lane 

A new exhibit at the History Center features Woman Suffrage and 

20th century woman leaders in the County.  Called “Women Win the 

Vote, In California, Contra Costa and the Nation,” the opening 

reception is scheduled for February 1, 2020, from 10 to 3 with a 

program at 1 pm.   The reception is co-sponsored by the CCC 

Historical Society and the League of Women Voters of Diablo 

Valley.  Tours of the exhibit and the History Center will be available 

and people may also register to vote that day. 

In 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote “We hold these truths to 

be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal..”  

and set in motion a movement which continues today. 

Women and enlightened men pursued civil rights for women in the 

nineteenth century, including the right to be recognized as citizens 

and to vote. In California, Woman Suffrage Associations were 

formed beginning in 1869 and, when suffrage came to the California 

ballot in 1896, Susan B. Anthony herself came and gave impassioned 

speeches in Martinez and San Francisco. 

California men voted on woman suffrage in 1896 and rejected it, due 

in large part to the powerful Liquor Dealers League in San Francisco, 

the state’s major city. They feared women voters would support 

temperance regulations.  According to 

suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt who 

campaigned in California with Anthony, a number of Chinese-Americans were brought 

to the polls to vote “no” on woman suffrage.  

But times were changing as the 20th century began. More women were educated and 

involved in schools and community improvement clubs. California’s population was 

more broadly distributed, decreasing the clout of San Francisco’s hospitality interests.  

In 1911 Women Win the Vote in California  

After the earthquake in 1906, a suffrage convention of considerable size convened in San 

Francisco. The fight was on. 

An impressive campaign was mounted statewide with special attention to voters in Central Valley rural towns and 

Southern California. Suffragists drove a handsome touring car and, when men gathered to look at the car, gave 

speeches urging them to support woman suffrage on October 10, 1911.  They sponsored parades, staged plays and 

wooed the press. A compelling poster (drawn by Berta Boyle) which featured a woman with a VOTES FOR 

WOMEN banner in front of the Golden Gate was posted all over San Francisco. Five Equal Suffrage Leagues were 

founded in Contra Costa County, the largest being in Martinez where suffrage pioneer Mary Louise Swett was the 

honorary President. 



 
               T h e  B u l l e t i n             W i n t e r     2 0 2 0  

 

Page 5 

Oakland Suffrage Parade in 1908 

From the Concord Transcript of July 29, 1911: 

Intelligent and fair minded men everywhere are rallying to their (women’s) support. They  are beginning 

to think that the onus is resting pretty heavily upon them of having their mothers, wives and 

sweethearts rated along with Chinamen, idiots and insane persons when it comes to voting.  

Women won the vote in California by a narrow margin, part of a successful 

Progressive platform. They won by 21 votes in Contra Costa County and 2% statewide 

– just one vote per precinct. The New York Times trumpeted “California Farmers Give 

Vote to Women.”  All voters in the San Ramon Valley were not among these farmers, 

as Alamo, Danville and Tassajara voted “no” while Richmond, 

Alhambra and Walnut Creek voted “yes.”  

California became the sixth western state to support woman 

suffrage -- The Sixth Star. At 10 am the Monday after the 

election, four women registered to vote in Martinez. One of 

them, Irene Morford (Hurley), became the Contra Costa 

County recorder from 1924 to 1931. Soon western suffragists 

won state after state. California’s victory was an inspiration to 

their compatriots in the East. This 1915 drawing is called 

“The Awakening.”   

In New York Harriot Stanton Blatch and Carrie Chapman Catt adopted many of California’s campaign techniques, 

finally winning a New York suffrage referendum in 1917.  Establishing woman suffrage state by state, as many 

national politicians advocated, was proving to be exhausting.  Southern leaders -- who already suppressed votes by 

black men -- actively opposed the vote for black women. 

The focus of suffragists turned to adoption of a national woman suffrage amendment to the Constitution.  Militant 

efforts by Alice Paul’s National Woman’s Party and persuasive arguments by Catt’s 

National American Woman Suffrage Association finally won Congressional support in 

1919.   

Quaker Alice Paul organized parades, pickets at the White House, and pro-suffrage 

Congressional campaigns. She pioneered non-violent passive resistance as women 

were arrested for blocking the sidewalk and went on hunger strikes. 

Thirty-six states were needed to ratify the Susan B. Anthony (19th) amendment.   

California’s legislature ratified the amendment on November 1, 1919, at a special session 

called by Gov. William Stephens.  It passed the state Senate unanimously and only two men 

opposed in the Assembly.  Tennessee became the 36th state and ratified on August 18.  The 

amendment was certified on August 26, 1920, a date now celebrated as Women’s Equality Day. 

It took 72 years after Stanton’s 1848 Woman’s Rights Convention for women to win the vote.  In 2020 

centennial celebrations are planned throughout the country to recognize the significance of the 19th 

amendment and feature the importance of the vote in a democratic society. 
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Author in the Archives Speaker Series 

Oakley Through Time 
Speaker:  Carol A. Jensen 
Saturday, March 21, 2020, 3:00pm - 5:00pm 
Campbell Theater         Free admission 

 
The settlement and 
development of Oakley is 
the story of a thriving 
California pioneer town. 
By 1900, land speculators 
had enticed Portuguese, 
Spanish, and Italian 
immigrants to settle in 
Oakley and establish their 
families. Located  away from 
the deep water of San 

Francisco Bay, Oakley became a railroad town along 
the Santa Fe line. Here the stories of immigration and 
community development played out as they have in 
small towns throughout the West. Wars, changing 
transportation and food production methods 
reshaped the tight-knit community over the years.   
 
Oakley Through Time provides a local history of a town, 
plus insights into our immigrant culture and 
California identity. Presented here in vintage 
photographs from important state and  
local historical society archives is the evolving and 
endearing community of Oakley. Combined with 
Jensen’s prose, these images showcase the 
progression of a small California town in the era of  
real estate speculation, horse farms, and railroad 
produce terminals to a self-sustaining San Francisco 
Bay Area suburb. 
 
About the Author 
CAROL A. JENSEN is a native daughter and 
resident of eastern Contra Costa County, 
California. She is a history graduate of the University 
of California at Santa Barbara. Carol delights in 
discovering the history of the California San Joaquin 
Delta, collecting early twentieth-century ephemera, 
and documenting the cultural history of the area  
from those who lived, farmed, recreated, and visited 
the beautiful California Delta. The fruits of her 
historical search can be found at the East Contra 
Costa Historical Society & Museum, Knightsen, 
California. She is pleased to compile and edit this  
photographic history of Oakley on behalf of the East 
Contra Costa Historical Society. 

CCCHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

____ New ____ Renew ____ Gift 

Date: ____________ 

Name(s) ______________________________ 

Address _______________________Apt. #__ 

City _____________________ State _______ 

Zip ______ Phone ______________________ 

E-Mail _______________________________ 

____ Please check here if you would prefer to receive your 

newsletter by e-mail—saves money and trees 

DUES: 

___ Individual $40 ___Couple $70 ___Sponsor $100 

___ Patron $200   ____ Corporate $500 

___ Benefactor $1000  ___ Student $20 

Your membership renewal date can be determined by checking 

the address label on this newsletter.  If you receive your 

newsletter via e-mail please call the History Center at: 925-

229-1042, or e-mail info@cocohistory.org to renew. 

Please consider CCCHS in your estate planning.  It is 

simple, and any gift is tax deductible. We have a 

Schwab account that makes it easier for members and 

others to donate shares of stock to the Society, a good 

way to make a year-end or other contribution. 

 

Board Election Results:  

As a result of our recent election, the following 

members of the CCCHS Board of Directors have 

been retained for another three-year term: 

Donald Bastin, Oliver Bray, John Greitzer, and 

Beverly Lane.   

We thank our membership for their continued 

support. 
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From the President:  
 
Like most people, the older I get, the 
faster time seems to fly by.  It is hard 
for me to believe it’s actually 2020.  
Yet here we are, one-fifth of the way 

through the 21st century.  
 
Somehow, as time keeps speeding by, the Historical 
Society manages to not only hang on, but to 
accomplish our goals, and get better and better at 
what we do.  We have recently upgraded our in-house 
technology will continue along that path this year with 
computer upgrades.  We are asked to take more and 
more historical collections that other institutions can 
no longer maintain.  We continue to receive research 
requests from people all over the country and the 
world, and respond to them quickly and efficiently. 
 
More and more organizations are asking us to make 
presentations and talk about our collections, including 
service clubs, churches, and social groups.   
 
The fact that we “keep on keepin’ on” is a testament 
to the abilities and commitment of everyone in our 
organization, from our executive director to our 
mighty volunteers, and our Board members, many of 
whom are volunteers themselves. We would literally 
be nowhere without these wonderful, selfless 
volunteers. 
 
Our budget has grown substantially over the past five 
years or so.  This is due to the terrific job done by our 
treasurer, Steve James, and by “contributions from 
viewers like you.”   We also rely on grants from 
various foundations and government agencies.  The 
Contra Costa County government also provides us 
with a very generous stipend each year that helps us 
pay the bills.  
 
All of these things point to a productive and 
successful 2020.  I hope the new year brings the same 
blessings to all of you.               John Greitzer 
 

From the Executive Director:  

A Happy New Year to you all!  

Beginning my 11th year as Executive 

Director, I’ve been spending the last 

few weeks in the preparation of the 

Annual Report. In doing so, I’ve 

become even more than usually alert to how very 

many things we manage to accomplish with the aid of 

our wonderful board and volunteers.  

Especially, I’d like to mention three volunteers who 

go way back. Margie Newton has been with the 

History Center longer than I have.  She comes in on 

Wednesday mornings to update the membership, 

print out the many acknowledgement letters we send 

out, and then moves on to an archival task, right now 

creating an index of the names in our circa 100 books 

of Wills that are part of the Contra Costa County 

Court Collection.  Jennifer Apkarian, who has been 

with us since only a few weeks after I came to the 

Society in 2010, has been our faithful bookkeeper for 

all these years.  Jennifer keeps track of all of the 

metrics we keep as to income and expense, visitor 

sign-ins, volunteer hours, and much, much more.  

Finally, Janet Stapleton, who is now in charge of our 

Photo Department. Janet has been with us since 2011. 

She comes in on Tuesdays and Thursdays and works 

with the photo team to scan photos, identify the 

persons and places in them, and make sure they are 

accurately entered into the database.  Janet is an 

amazing organizer who brought clarity to a large 

number of collections and is great at interacting with 

visitors and companies who purchase our photos.   

We have an amazing crew of volunteers but can 

always use more.  Please consider adding your name 

to our list of volunteers! 

Looking forward, we are still in negotiations with the 

Contra Costa County Library to acquire their local 

history collections, and we are in need of additional 

space to keep pace with the many acquisitions we 

have received.  I am also looking forward to making 

use of our new microfilm/fiche reader and to 

finishing the scanning of the County Recorder’s Deed 

Indexes into searchable form.  We will also be having 

a number of events in conjunction with our new 

exhibit “Women Win the Vote in California, Contra 

Costa, and the Nation,” starting with an open house 

on February 1.  I hope to see you there!      

                                                                    Priscilla                                                
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                Mark Your Calendar 
3rd Saturday, January 18 – History Center (HC) 
open 10-2 

1st Saturday, February 1 – New Exhibit Opens:  
Women Win the Vote. History Center, 10 – 3. 

3rd Saturday, February 15 – HC open 10-2  

1st Saturday, March 7 – HC open 10-2 
 
Saturday, March 21 – Author in the Archives:  
Author Carol Jensen speaks about her book on  
Oakley, Ca.  Campbell Theater, 3-5.  
 
3rd  Saturday, March 21, HC open 10-2 
 
1st Saturday, April 4, HC open 10-2   

                      Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to Preserve, Protect and Provide public access to 
the records and heritage of Contra Costa County, California. 
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Contra Costa County Historical Society 
                Officers and Directors: 
    President………………………. John Greitzer 
    1st Vice President……………… Tara Weber 
    2nd Vice President………………John Burgh 
    Secretary………………………. Lisa Gorrell 
    Treasurer………………………. Steven James 

    Donald Bastin   Andrea Blachman    
    Oliver Bray                           Beverly Lane 
    John Mercurio                      Scott Saftler 
                Betty Maffei – Member Emeritus 

Executive Director:  Priscilla A. Couden, Ph.D. 
Newsletter Editor:  Donald Bastin 

The History Center 

724 Escobar Street, Martinez, CA  94553 
Phone:  925-229-1042    Fax:  925-229-1772 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 am-4 pm 
Open 1st & 3rd Saturday, 10 am-2 pm;  

 Email: info@cocohistory.org 

Website: www.cocohistory.org; Find us on Facebook  

mailto:info@cocohistory.org
http://www.cocohistory.org/

